THE 

LIFE 


SURPRISING  ADVENTURES 

OF 

THAT  RENOWNED  HERO, 

^ip  William  Wallace. 


O    fD^Fj  ,'?^*'*^  .<>LI^  .?FL 

of  Son^>,  . 


THB 


MIS  TORT 


Sir  WILLIAM  WALLACE. 


In 

ik 

SIR  WaLIAM  WALLACE  was  a  de-  ih,^ 
feendani^  oi  an  ancient  and  honourable  If  his 
feinv%  h  the  weft  oi  Scotland ;  h€  was  the 
ydunger  fon  o£  Siv  Maleolra  Wallace  of  El- 
lerflie,  by  his  Wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Sir  RonaJ  Qr^wford,  Sherif  of  Ayr.  The 
precife  perod  of  Wallace'^  birth  is  unknown;  h^^^ 
but  it  is  hihiy  probable  that  it  muft  hav^ 
been,  Sox^^  ime  'Before  the  deat^k  of  Alex- 
aii^r  Kl^^^  ^     ^  / 

the  min  pf  Wallape,  in  his  yau^sger 
days,  .was  di^cted  in  its  progreis  t0/i^|t^ 
rity  by  John^lair,  a  Benedictine  Moni|  at 
Dundee,  whcwas  afterwards  his  chaglaia, 
and  lived  to  icord  his  exfrioits. 

It  appears,  lat  during  the  early  pjrrt  of 
l^s  life,  Wallae  had  refided  chiefly  in  re- 
trretnent.    At^hat  time  he  fii^  6^  jj^j^^ 
from  the  peace^nd  in^.proyemeprt  of  private  ' 
life  is  uncertaii/:  but  it  is  prefumed  to  have 
been  about  th/period  of  the  battle  of  Dun-i  jj^i^^^ 
bar,  where  th?  difcipline  of  Edward's  fol-j  > 
diers  triumph^i^  over  the  loofe  violence  ol 
the  Scottifli  a|^ny,  as  much  as  his  political 


tee 


:>5 

^ifikq^oyet^dm^  of  the  Scottifli 

/IpWiit   i«a  otiie^r  fpbf  res  of"  •oaten  tip  a. 
J  ^fler  ifef  humiUafion  of  Scotland,,  t^a^- 
IjMGe  returned  to  Dtjndeev(if  iti.  fact^^^  &^ 

engaged  in  the  war)  for  the  pur^ofe 
,0^iftiidyingjaiKli$r  the  foperintendaD^je  of 
>  ^ff  lutor,  Paifr  He  |>eheld  the  oppfeffiofli 
le  m  his^  countr)rmen  with  horror  anci  iridg- 
Wkm*  ^  fympafhia^ed  with  the  iuffer^gs 
t-l-  >f  mdwidiiafe^  and  he  mourned  the  dt|Ba* 
01  ptfopj  of  bis  native  knd  While  thef^n- 
flis  fi^kentf  spjknat*^  his  bofom,  he  vra^,  an 
vQ'r  5«MeBf recounter,  infulted  by  a  yung 
live  iigliiJt^  of  Selby,  the  confta^  of 

iti^*  Jilijdee.    Thou  g h  a  ft r ipl  i  n g ,  he  p^efFed 
ispft^elviable  bodily  ftrength  ;  he  o\^canie 
i^^^M^iiftg  S^ifey  in  a  fcijfSe  that  enfWjr  and 
'  i)kd  hin?i  with  his  own^dagger,;  inpe  pre- 
[ice  of  a  number  of  his  folio wei^  This 
^11^  expofed  him  to  the  rage  of /ie  Eng- 
aiid  compiled  him  to  feek  ^fuge  in 
'ferentent  from  the  puixifhmeat  fc^t  would 
>e  'followed.     Having  Gain  ^  Selby's 
ijildants  whooppofed  his  flightind being 
piirfued  very  keeply,  h§  w|f|:  into  aa 
e.3ti>aafted  with  his  exertioiBl  Wallace 
i^ft^t^ly  >dreffed  in  the  alti.e  of  a  f^- 
e,^  and  was  bufily  employed  tvirling  his 
ift:,a*d  humnaiag  his  fong^  when  the 
ta  ''he*:^r}feirch€f4^  the  houfe  which  ^^^y 
|^iii«).fenter>  l-hey  v^ex^iu completely 


4 


outwitted  by  this  device,  that  they  did 
dilcoyef  tjiiii^  and  upon  rietil^fn^  fi^tn^f 
ImmeBiate  piirfuitv  h  e  5f6%^nd  himftlf  at  le 
■  ftre  to  concert  and  adopVnieafiires  for  rritJi 
eff^tiially  fecuri%  hi^^  retre^^  :''^HS^ 
lefo  Xhe  roof  of  his  kind  hofiMs^bebSm  I 
fteps  towards  the  refidence "  bf  at  parent 
tncle  kt  Dunipace.    ■/  ^-^^^^  y 
,  W         after  ^  {h<^rf1i^y  w     his  in 
at  Btmipce^^  p  to  Elter^^ 

^Oi  their  arrival,  they  learned  froni  Sir  R 
Crawford,  the  lady's  hufband  arid' 
de  (on  had  been  cruelly  tt^urdered  at  L0( 
trii^en  by  the  Engli(h,  who  infefted  arid 
'  ranifed  over  the  whole  country,  withci 
y  don^oul.    The  old  lady  got  a  proniisfe 
l^^olction  from  Percy,  Edward's  lord  llj 
-  tenat ;  but  Wallace  fcorned  to  accept* 
protetion  from  the  hands  of  thofe  fl 
who  ad  become  the  tools  of  that  tyrai 
oppreions.    In  this  situation  of  his  affa 
he  wei:  to  live  in  fecrecy  at  the  hou 
'  his  patrnal  uncle,  Sir  Richard  Wallad 
Riceartu,  where  his  reftlefs  and  pat 
ayeriiontQ  the  Englilh  tyranny  pen} 
him  not  l<iig  tb  Teaiain.    One  day  he 
^  filling, /nd  in  the  courie  of  Tiis  pa 
Was  inreTt'upted  by  the  infolent  rapadl 
fome  ofiLord  Percy's  fdltoWers,  whci^^i 
pehcd  to  psifs  the  fpot  ^  where  he  faw  lSi^ 
ly  weapon  he  had  was^  hb  fiftiing  ftaff}^« 
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he  beat  one  of  them  to  the  groumd^  and 
M^ing  #viifted  the  (Word  fr^         hand,  h^ 
fooxi  taught  the  crowd,  by  whom  he  wais 
Ip^dily  aflailed,  that  his  individual  ftren^th^ 
and  intrepidity^ were  fuperior  to  their 
uriited  for^^^     he  killed  fe vera!  of  the  party, 
%n6.  the  others  fled,  confounded  at  the 
'rhatchlefs  prowefs  of  their  fingle  antagonifi:. 
He  rode  home  triumphant  to  his  uncle, 
on  a  horfe  left  by  the  perfons  whom  he 
;had  killed  or  terrified  ;  and  he  was  now 
■infpired  with  a  juft  confidence  in  his  own 
'powers  by  thefe  ex:ploits.     His  r^fidence 
;wfth  Sir  Ric^      now  becoming  very  infe- 
c^lYe^  he  refolved  to  devote  his  mightieft 
e^^rdons,  and  his  life  itfelf,  to  the  deliVeiS 
ante  of  his  country,  or  to  the  chaflifenient 
^oi  its'  dppreflbrs  ;  and  accordingly,  he  de- 
ftrbyed  as  mariy  Englifh  as  came  in  his  way, 
fparing  neither  the  dignified  nor  the  mean, 
'^pr  thefe  nbble  actions  he  was  outlawed  by 
tfe  Engiifh,  and  coinpelled  to  live,  during 
the  qioft  inclement  feafons  of  the  year,  en- 
tiriely  iri  the  open  fields,  the  woods  and 
mountains  ;   where  he  often  wahderetJ, 
fubjected  to  all  ilardfliips  that  it  is  poffible 
fbr  human  nature  tbitiltliri';  but  animated 
^bif/a  fpirit  that  enabled  him  to  bid  defiance 
^ia^the  dire'ft*  calamities  :ttiat  allailed  him. 

'^Ke  ekploi^s  of  ^alla  ibon  gene- 

''i^alljr^ribi^nv  and  attracted  the  notice  X5f 


Hiany,  who^  dreading  the  ftratagems  of  Ed- 
ward  to  fubvert  their  independance,  haa 
courage  to  hazard  their  lives  for  the  liberty 
of  their  country.  At  the  head  of  fuch 
men  as  thefe  ^Wallace  performed  fuch  ex- 
ploits as  pofterity  has  furveyed  with  afto- 
nilhrrient.  He  would  frequently  lally  out 
of  his  lurking  places,  and  with  a  hwdful 
of  men  defeat  whole  multitudes.  His  per- 
ibnal  ftrength  was  extraordinary,  and  had 
oft^n  been  tried  ;  but  to  this  he  did  not  fo 
much  truft  as  to  ftrat^gem*  Expeditious  and 
indefatigable,  cautious,  though  undaunted, 
ixt  eluded  the  purfuits  of  bis  enemies,  and 
never  expofed  himfelf  to  numbers,  but 
when  certain  to  fruftrate  their  endeavours, 
if  not  to  triumph  in  their  deftruction.  The 
Engliflh  having  proclaimed  a  juftice  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  the  town  of  Ayr,  (18th. 
June,  1296.)  many  of  the  neighbouring 
landed  gentry  attended,  feveral  of  whom 
.being  accufed  of  felony,  were  immediately 
'cpndemned  and  executed.  Among  thefe 
|Wer«,  Sir  Ronald  Crawford,  Sheriff  of  Ayr, 
and  unclg  of  Wallace  j  ^ir  Brycp  Blair,  Sir 
■Neil  Montgomery,  ^nd  tnany  of  the  baroas 
of  Kyle,  Cunningham,  Carrick,  and  Clydes- 
^dale.  The  f^w  who  efcaped,  having  infor- 
med Wallace  of  this  dreadful  cataftrophe, 
„he,  with  -his  ufual  intrepidity,  inimediately 
affembled  fifty  of  his  followers,  f«cretly  en- 
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tered  Ayr  in  the  night,  and  f^t  firt  to  thf 

"place,  where  many  of  the  fengiifli  ix^ete  t* 
fieep. *  The  garrifon  iffuing  forth  from  the 
caftles  feU  into  an  ambufti  laid  for  theth,  and 

"  vsFere  all  put  to  the  f word*  The  fort  being 
immediately  feiszedj  Wallace  marched  lieit 
niorning  to  Glafgow;  when  engaging  a  bp<fy 
of  troops  under  the  comnaand  of  Lord  Henry 
Percy/  he  completely  routed  therttj  attd 
quickly  after  took  the  caftlf  of  Stirling  j  rfe- 
tovered  Argyle  and  Lom>  with  the  towa 

"tf  St.  Jdhnfton,  and  adjacent  cotititry ;  and 
iontiitued  daily,  in  fhort,  to  do  {brtiie  if.p^^ 
mifchief  to  the  Englift  and  their  /friends. 
TravelliDg  through  Angus  and  Mearns,  he 
arrived  at  Aberdeen,  from  which  the  Eng* 
lifli  had  juft  made  thdr  efcape  by  fea^  md 
made  himfelf  ni after  of  all  the  tqwnis  of  cidh* 
{equence  iH  the  North.  In  the  m^an  dmfe, 
^Sir  William  Wallace  was ^  by  the  majority 
qf  thje  kingdom,  elected  guardiart  of  Scot- 
Jand,  and  viceroy  in  the  abfence  of  Balidl. 
The  caftle  of  Dundee  was  the  only  place 
that  withftood  the  arms  of  Wallace  in  the 
norths    While  belieging  this  fort,  he  g6t 

'  iritelligence  of  the  approach  of  the  English 
army,  commanded  by  John  Earl  of  Surry, 
and  Sir  Hugh  Creffingham,  and  joined  by 
many  difaffected  Scots,  to  the  number  al- 
together of,  about  thirty  thoufand  men. 

[  IWjallace  .commanded  the  burghers,  upbn 


pain  of  death/ to  profecute  with  vigour  the 
fiege  he  bad  begiia  ;  and  he  himfelf,  with 
V  ten  thoufand  faithful, ,  adher exitS;,  marched 
to\?^rards  Stirlingj  and  enigiipped  in  aa  ad- 
vantageous fituatjon  upon  a  hill,  above  tiae 
HipnaRery  of  Caniibufkenneth,  on  the  u^orth 
fide  of  the  Forth  j  which,  having  no  fords 
at  that  place,  was  paffat^le  X)n|y  bjf  a  wood- 
en bridge^  The  Englilli  army  lay  6n ..  jtHe 
fuuth  of  the  Forth  ^  and  thj^ir  ge^n^^^ 
being  delirous  of  bringing  matters  to  an  ac- 
conimodation,  fent  two  Dominican  friars 
with  overtures  of  peace  to  Wallace^ ;  [Th^l^ 
terms,  infulting,  in  the  laft  degree,  to  the 
honour  and  independance  of  Scotland,  were 
rejected  with  difdaia,  -  Tell  your  officers, 
(faid  Wallace)  that  we  have  not  conie  tQ 
this  place  to  fue  for  peace,  that  now  we 
are  ready  to  fight,  and  will  immediately  e- 
vince,  that  our  country  is  flill  free."  This 
anlwer  irritated  the  Englifli  generals  j  fe- 
^yeral  of  whpm  defpifing  Wallace  arid  his 
fQllowers,pr^fumptuQuilyexclaimed,"They 
are  all  our  ovYfi  1  let  us  inftaritly  charge 
ithem."  The  bridge  formerly  mentioned, 
over  which  it  behoved  the  army  to  pafs,  was 
both  narrow  and  weak  ;  and  the  Scottifh 
carpenter,  who  fhbrtiy  before  had  been  em- 
ploy ed  to  repair  it,  had,  by  Wallace -s  de- 
fife,  cut  the  mairi  beams  of  it  half  throi^, 
and  fliWeby  rendereii^itTncapable  b»f  fup- 
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porting  a  great  weight.    Urged  by  the  im- 
petuofity -of  Grcflingham,  Surrey  gave  oi> 
d^f  !t0  fche  army  to  march  along  the  bridge ;  : 
anciiSir  Marmaduke  Twenge,  a  gentleman 
diftinguiflxed  for  l^aloiir  and  i^efolution,  led  i 
the  van,  and  boldly  advanced  at  th^SK  fbot  f 
of      hill,  on  which  th^e  Sootch  bad  drawn  > 
up  thmr  army  in  onder -of  bartide. 
\\^al!|i|ce  remam?d;|ill  he  (aw  as  many  of 
theEnglifli  hadigot  over  as  he  thought^ he 
could  iGafely  encounter ;  but  fe  far  from 
making  a  formidable  oppofitioh,  he  grad* 
ually  r^reated  as  Sir  Marmaduke  adv;anced. 
The  Englifli  commander  pursued  :s?^ith  vi- 
gour j  but  foon  dilcovered  that  thexi@^>  wa^ 
not  a  ftandard  of  his>^ountryrnen  in  hls^rear, 
\^bile,fome  of  the  ScQt§:feemedto  be-^: 
fore  hjnij^th^  greater  part;  having  tak?n  an 
unfrequented  xrad,  completiely  intercept^ 
his  ojetreaft .J  and- the  bridge  haying  br^^^' 
do by:  %ke.  inamenle  weight  of  fc> 
armed, mep,  vaft  quantities  were  ^^^^'|[^^^ 
in  fixe  ri^er,    Aii  the  EngKfl>  ^ho  had 
c^o|fd,^5he  jriver,  to  the  nuijijer  of  fix  or 
fey§p^  tj^^^^  put  to  ftif  fword,  ex- 

cept STr^r^  and  a  v^ry  few,  who 

ftpod  pn  ^he  iouth  of  tie  water,  and 
raad^i  their efcape  by  fwimming  acrofe  the 
r iyei>'  Suwey,  during  all  this  time,  had  tiae 
gating  jTi|rtification  of  feeing  his  men 
Qj^pvfn^i^        without  beting  able  to 


jiferd  tlieiri  the  Imalleft  relief.    As  f oon  aif 
T^enge  joined  Surrey,  he  ad\^ifed  |iim  ta 
fet  on  •fife  the  reinaining  part  of  the  bi4d^e^ 
to  prevent  the  victorious  Scots^  from  pUPJ^ 
fuing  and  haraffing  their  diftiearten^d  aririyj  » 
This  expedient  proved  of  little       fc^  the 
Great  Steward  of  Scotland,  ^xi^d  ihe  Ei^J 
of  Lennox,  having  previoufly  potted  th^inQ^ 
fel^(iil  ambnfli,  at  a  ffiort  diftance  from/ 
the  Englt&,  came  from^  behind  the  mohn* 
tabi«5  as  fooft  as  thefy  •  afcmained  the  eveiit 
of  ^te  day,  charged  the  retiring  Ear],  put 
him  to  flight,  and  purfued  him  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  with  difficulty  he  efcaped  to 
Berwick. 

vThis  glorious  battle,  sd  disastrous  to  the 
jEnglife  army,  was  fought  on  the  13th  Sep*, 
^ember.    Sir  Andrew  Murray  was  the  on- 
I^Scc^jchman  of  note  th    loft  his  life,  aU 
^^^'^h  maiiy  of  the  Englifh  commanders 
*^  ^^^^  ^y.    This  victory  was  evinced  to 
o^  comp^^g  in  its  effects  and  GOnsequen- 
^  I.  No  E^^liOiiYiau  dmk  remaia  in  Scot- 
iand  J  and  aJl  those  Scots,  whc^  for  Vea- 
^ohs  of  |)o]icf  6r  ^f  basen^,  had  deserted 
[in   ^-'^g^^sJiAnt^erca,  now  suteitted  to 
WaBaee,  and  hailed  hini  as  the  deliverer  * 
of  their  coiititij^;    And  thusv  itt  abotit 
ij^neen  months  after  the  kin^  h^tl  b^etr 
deposed  and  his  kingdom  snbdued,  aild 
obKged  to  own  a  foreigR  prince  a:s  their 


hereditary  king,  did  Wallace^  till  then  a 
privsite  ^nd  obfcure  gentteman,  unacetis^ 
tomed  to  martial  exploits,  without  mdftey 
or  arms,  but  such  as  he  took  from  the 
enemy,  and  with  only  a  handfiil  of  men, 
reftpre  the  nation  to  its  ancient  liberty 
and  ihdep«ndence. 

Although  the  plunder  taken   at  the 
battle  6f  Stirling  was  not  inconfiderable, 
yet  so  many  armies  ranging  through  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  occasioned  a  great 
sdircity,  znd  a  general  famine  was  feri- 
otrsly  apprehended.    To  prevent  this  ca- 
lafhity,  Wallace  issued  orders,  command- ' 
ixig  all  Scotsmen  capable  of  bearing^  arms 
to  be  ready  to  join  him  by  turns.  Th 
nien  thtis  raised  were  formed  into 
ments,  arid  had  officers  appointed^^^^ 
th^.    Having  thus  arranged  aP^^^^f^^" 
tic  affairs,  and  collected  as  mdniv^^^ 
thought  necessary  for  his  puii^ose,  he,  un- 
der hitifelf  as  commander,  appointed  An* 
dreV  Murray,  surnamedthe  noble,  son  of 
Andrei  Murray,  who  fivortly  before  fell 
at  the  bkttle  of  Stirling,  md  entered  Erig.|^ 
land  onkhe  eighteenth  of  October.  The  in-' 
habitant^'  6f  Northtimberlartd,  alarmed  at 
his^  appi:^t)ach,  leaving  the  country  defence- 
lef$v  fled  with  their  families  and  efFects^tp 
Newcaflie,    Upon  thh  Waitlace  and  his' 
army  hklted)  oi?  rather  seemed  to  Tetreat.^ 
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Thev,cGunti;y  people  obsprvitjg: j^ieir.  rj^Jro-n 

grade  na^^tion^  ret^^ft^4  ^jto  -  th^iiF  hoi}|(^^ 

an^  wer.e  al  1  una war^f §ur prisefl  .^y^  parses 

oikithe  Scptti^i;  ^i^npy?  ^h%r  ray^gecl  :the 

whgle.coi^utry  between  Tyne  ai^d; Derwento 

forv  tb^;  space  of  twentyrtbree  days.  A 

body  of  frefli  troops  advancing,  aQw  to  :the 

borders,  some  of  the.  former  were/ sent 

honie5^^n^,^ad^the,^pe^)iar  satisfaqtion^pf. 

carryings  ^b^cl^f^^tj^^^tk^      their,  ^friends 

the  w^lcoine  %\vs  oi  t^i:ir  yariot|$  succefs^q 

particularly  the  plenty^  of  food  they  had^,; 

procured  in,  the.  land  of  their  enemies,?r^,: 

But  Wallace  did  not  vhiak  proper  to' attack 

tl^in^  or  to  ppfti  h^S:SUfcefles  farther-:  he 

ad' already  done  ijaiKciept  mischief  ^  to  his. 

^^^  T-pSj  and  had,  at  . an  easy  rate,  o,biained 

^"H.Q;lory  to  his  countrymen  and  reflec- 

4^^*q2ruilhed  lustre  on  the  Scottish 
arais^ 

^  Xhe  fame      Wallace  and  the  splendid' 
victories  wi^ici^^^^  gained,^  both  ]n^ 

%:otland  and  in  ;|!;ng!aind^  spread  abroad! 
and  attracted  the  Attention  of  the  courts  of 
England  and  Frant;ei:  . Philip  the  Fiir,  the^ 
French^  monarch,  \  heard  of  his  ,  succeiles 
^ith;i^y  r  but  EdwWH  I  of  iigland, 
observed  them  wiih  ^  decided"  displeasure  ; 
he  felt  much  at  being  cutliripped  by  one, 
whom  he  a,cGQunted  jiis  inferior.  ^  The 
conftable  and  marfhal'  cf  England^  the 


e^f  9f  ^Glpucest^r,,  Surrey^  and  Arundel^  ^ 
ao]c|  §  gre^t  majority  of  the  earls  and  bar-. 
ons  of  the  kingdom,  agreed  that  a  large 
aifniy  iliauUi  be  inftantly  raifed,  arid  that 
withia  ^ight  days , all  the  forces  they  could 
colievt;ftiou!d  affembk  at  Newcaftle.  This 
meedng  took  place  as  appoiated,  andthe 
army  was  found  to  confist  of  fcmr  thousand 
and  five  hundred  cavalry,  and  upwards  of 
a  hi|i^dred  thaufand  infantry.  The  prince 
and  forelfaid  noblemen  headed  this  immenfe 
bodjr^  marched  againft  the  Scots,  relieved 
the,  caftl®  of  Roxburgh,  which  Wallace 
wa?  befieging,  and  took  poffeflion  of  Ber- 
wick, which  the  Scottiih  garrison  had  a- 
bandoned  as  untenable  ;  and  having  pro- 
ceeded thus  far,  they  received  orders  from 
Edward  to  halt,  till  he  himlelf,  having;  now 
settled  his  affairs  abroad^  fhould  corAe  home, 
and  put  aa  end  to  the  disturbances  in 
Scotland* 

^;]Edward  having  arrived  in  Englam;!  on 
tlje  21st,of  March,  immediately  feat  letters 
to  Wallace,  replete  with  inlult  and  abuf^. 
He  told,  him  that  he  durft  riot  have  atr- 
tempted  to  revolt  in  Scotland,  far  lefs  an 
iny^G^  England,  had  he  himfelf  b^m 
ip  tAe  .island.  ,  Sir  William  received  Ed- 
wifd's  aieffenger  with  that  dignity  which 
became  his  prefent  fituation,  and  replied^: 
th^t  he  had  more  reafon  to  take  the  advan*^ 


14 

tage  of  Edward^s  absenee  te^  ddiver  \m 
cotmtry  from  fervitude,  than  he  of  thfe  di^ 
vifidiis  of  a  free  and  independent  people,  to 
enflaAre  them:  he  added,  that  he  had  invaded 
England  to  repay  the  injuries  dbne  to  Scot^ 
land ;  that  he  meant  to  keep  his  Eafter  in 
the  fame  country,  and  that  he  iitvited  his 
highnefs  to  that  feaft.  He  punctually  did 
what  he  had  pfomised.  Edward  had  a 
great  army  to  oppofe  him,  but  Sir  Wil- 
liam^s  courage,  which  had  been  confpicu- 
ous  all  along^  did  not  fail  himhete;  with 
his  ufual  intrepidity,  he  collected  hischofen 
troops,  rallied,  and  came  in  view  of  the 
mighty  monarch  near  Stanmore. 

Edward^s  army  appeared  to  the  Scots  to 
be  incredibly  numerous.  The  ai'mour  of 
the  foldiers  glittering,  the  equipage  of  the 
officers  rich  and  elegant,  and  the  sound  of 
their  trumpets,  and  noife  of  their  drums, 
pompous  and  terrible.  Yet  fuch  was  the 
ardour  and  bravery  of  many  in  the  Sc6ttHh 
army,  that  they  requefted  leave  frdm  their 
guardian  to  go  a  pickering  j  andt  thuSj  by 
conlpicuously  evincing  their  undauntedf  ihf- 
ttepidity^  to  aim  at  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood. But  tins  favour  Wallace  was  by  ho 
means  difposed  to  confer  :  he  iffued  a 
proclamation,  commanding  all  his  men;up. 
on  ps^iri  of  death,  to  keep  their  ranks,  to 
march  with  gravity,  and  to  attempt  no-^ 


tyOig  witfeout  his  orders.  Edward  obser- 
ved, and  admired  the  order,  disciplinevand 
fotTinidabk  appearance  of  the  fanie  enemy 
that  he  had  hitherto  been  accuftomed  to 
defpise.  His  own  veteran  and  experienced 
foldiers  h^d  riot  by  this  time  arrived  from 
Flaiader^,  and  in  his  fituation  he  thought  it 
improper  to  hazard  his  own  glory,  the 
litrfei^  of  his  nobles,  and  the  forfeiture  of  his 
claiiniywkh  an  uadifciplined  though  nume- 
rous mifkiaf,- againft  a  fmall  but  refiftlefs  ar« 
my,  4a  which  every  officer  and  every  fol- 
dier  acted  the  part  of  an  hero.  Edward 
thertfoj^  wifely  retired,  and  Wallace,  with 
no  lels  prudence,  checked  the  impetuous 
courage  of  his  men  5  who,  feeing  the  ene** 
my  i^etreat,  were  eager  to  follow  and  charge 
their  rear.  He  again,  upon  pain  of  death, 
difc^  ^ipged  every  one  from  ftitring  from 
the  v^nks^  arid  told  his  followers  "  That 
tk^y  had  done  enough  when  they  flood 
th^ir  gtourid,  and  kept  their  countenance 
in^he^pr^feneb  of  fuch  a  power,  which  one 
would  thought  was  able  to  have  fwallowed 
therri'^ap :  that  this  was  in  effed  a  victory, 
and'iO'  tnuch  the  more  glorious,  that  they 
ha4  gained  it  without  drawing  their 
fivords/*  '  This  fpeech  being  circulated 
through  the  army,  had  an  agreeable  influ- 
enceupon  all  their  mindsj  theofficers  alight- 
ed fk"onv  their  horfes,  and  the  whole  army 
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prpftrated  thxjmfelves  a©  th^  griQiiBid,^|tilei^ 
according  ta  the  cuftom  of  the  day^tibyv 
s^pg;  the,pra|fes  pf  jgtv  Andrew  the ipatron 
of;1S€pt]aJRd^  .andr  re^  tx}' 
Guthbei^t,  on;  whole  ifeajij  aod  in  soiirte 
me^ftire  by  whole,  iiotercjEffion,  they r^t^rihu^ 
ted  their  couf age  liayipg  beenirpusijed,  ajad 
their  enerqies  |)iit  to  flight,   ;    c      :  :  r: 

•S^/  gls^Wi^f  iSir  Wiilianj^.j^^iSaU^ice^ 
npw^at  itsr  height ;  ana  as^;by^  nvCmerptis 
apd  gallant  exploits,  %  had  b^cpifte  the 
admiration  of  Europe,  and  th^  lerr^i:  of 
England^  and,  the^darlipg  of  his  :CouBtry-» 
menj^  fo  he  was  the  ob^^ct  pf  the  enyy,  jea- 
lousy;, and  fear  ojf  tJjenQbility.r  i  ( 

JohnCuRimine  of  J^ad^ 
Bri^c^i  earl  of  Carrie^,  ihpth  of  the  Wood 
royal,,  and  of  aspiring  dispofitions,  were  a- 
fraid  that  h^  \^ou]d  at  length  ufurp  the 
foverieignty,  ard  feize  upon  the  crown, 
tp  which  they  had  a-  juft  and  legal  title, 
Thete  coDfiderations  made  the  one  join  o- 
penly  with  the  eneipy^  and  the  other  to  act 
but  faintly  againfl:^ -him. 

Thus  did ;  Scotland,  ^by  the  wonderful 
cbnduct  and  vigilance  of  its  Guardian,  en- 
joy peace  in  the  njidit  of  war  ;  and  the  peg. 
pie,  giia^c^ed  by:  repeated  ^jvictories  pyei 
their  enemie^j  fecurely  cultivated  the  for- 
merly neglected  foil,  and  disperi^d  plenty 
over  the  laipid  while^  at  t}ie  lawf,*in;^>  the 
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hore  powerful  nobles,  inebriated  with  en- 
ry  and  jealoufy,  outwardly  profeffed  all  the 
gratitude  that  was  duQ  to  the  admired :  at- 
:hievements  of  their  deliverer,  but  fecretly 
:onspired  his  ruin.    In  order  to  effect  this, 
he  caufed  rumours  to  be  fpread  abroad,  inti- 
iOiating,  that  he  defigned  to  uftirp  the  crown; 
and  that  if  a  ufurper  muft  reign,  a  great 
|an47pightY  nionajch,  though  a  fore:igaer, 
[was  preferable  to  an  upftart  of  y^fterday, 
y  ;By  this  time,  the  formidable  army  which 
[Edward:  had Jeft  at  Flanders^  was  return- 
[led  to'  Engla.nd  ;  and  he,  to  ftrengthen  it  by 
Ithj^adcTiUon  of  all  the  forces  which  that 
tkin^dom,  with  Ireland  and  Wales  could 
i  raife,  had  gratified  his  nobles ^  respecting  the 
ffpriyileges  for  which  they  had  long  conten- 
ded V       now  their  jeaioufles  being  com- 
spt^tety  rerno  with  him 

!agaij[)ft  jthe  Sc^  with  courage  and  alacrity, 
^Q'op^o{e  this  formidable  power,  Wallace 
^ad  not  above  thirty  thoufand,  including 
4>oth  horfe  and  foot  :  yet,  in  that  high  flate 
-^of  difcipUne  which  they  had  attained,  an^ 
'aninni'ated  with  that  patriotiG  ardour  which 
'had  long  marked  their  conduct,  they  would 
"(Jpubtleis  have  withftood  their  enemies,  had 
■^t^ey  been  commanded  by  the  Guardian 
aTone  j'  but  unfortunately,  two  men,  of  ac- 
^fknowledged  bravery  indeed,  but^— as  were 
'th^^reater  pati:  of  the  nobility  and  their 
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Tinnjediaje  dependants,  for  the  reaiouti  il  j 
^d^r  noticed,^h|s  fecret  eneini^^,  divideiP^-' 
'Wfth  him  the  c<)tonfind.  - 
/  In  this  pofitioh  did  they  ^r  at  Fa! 

ki^k,  which  is  iitiiat^d  about  eleven  miles 
^rooi- Stirling,  till  the  army  of  Edward  ap 
fieafed  on  the  22nd.  day  of  July,  after  ha 
^ng  reduced  feveral  caftles,  and  penetrated 
thus  far  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom. 
And  now  was  the  time  that  the  animofities 
which  unhappily  fubfifted  between  the  com- 
manders ftxould  have  been  entirely  banifh- 
ed  :  but,  unfortunately  fdr  Scotland,  this 
wgis  not  the  cafe.  Each  of  them  would  have 
the  honour  of  going  firft  upon  the  head  of  the 
van  ;  Wallace,  becaufe  he  was  guardian  of 
the  kingdom  ;   Cummine,  on  account  df 
"^his   more  numerous  raffalage  and  royal 
birth  ;  and  Stewart,  becaufe  he  acted  that 
day  in  the  place  of  his .  brother,  the  Lord 
High  Steward  himfelf,  whofe  vaffals,  or 
military  tenants,  would  obey  no  commands 
but  what  he  gave  them  :  and  he  is  faid  to 
,haVe» flood  fo  much  upon  this  punctilio  of 
honour,  that  he  upbraided  Wallace  to  his 
face  J  charged  him  with  ambition  and  pride, 
arid  compared  him  to  the  owl  in  the  fable, 
which  had  nothing  originally  of  its  own, 
but  begged  a  feather  of  every  birdj  and  thus 
Tiaving  acquired  rich  and  gay  plumage,  pre- 
tended to  beauty  and  fuperiofity  above  all 
others. 
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ue  It  is  eafy  to  conjecture  what  muft  haye 
vijj  been  the  refult  of  a  battle  begun  at  fuch  an 
unfortunate  period,  and  in  fuch  a  maitnei:. 
Fat  While  the  fatal  debate  was  agitated  with 
the  greateft  heat,  Edward,  although  he  h^^d 
that  very  morning  got  a  fall  from  his  horfe, 
^^^y  which  two  of  his  ribs  were  broken,  caus- 
ed a  charge  to  be  founded.  The  Scots 
were  foon  routed  ;  and  they  loft  upwards 
of  ten  thoufand  men.  Sir  John  Cumin e, 
with  thofe  under  his  command,  went  away 
without  fighting  at  all :  Sir  John  Stewart 
fought  bravely,  and  died  honourably,  as 
did  all  his  dependants.  And  the  Guardian, 
who  in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  had  juft 
fufficient  leifwre  to  addrefs  this  Abort  fpeech 
to  his  men,  I  have  brought  you  to  the 
;king,  fly  if  you  can  did  all  that  could  be 
€^xpected  from  the  greateft  commander  in 
the  world. 

Thus  Wallace,  by  the  means  to  which 
'we  have  already  adverted,  was  obliged  to 
^retreat;  on  which  account,  and  becaufe  of 
Che  numerous  forces  he  brought  to  the  field, 
ffie  was  branded  as  the  main  author  of  ajil 
t^ie  loiTes  which  his  country  had  fuftained. 
* ;  l^his  line  of  conduct,  however,  he  was 
^ibdn  after  difpofed  to  follow  :  for  by  Sir 
T John  Cuniine's  conduct,  both  before  arid 
;after  the  battle,  and  by  the  cohverfation 
which  he  afterwards  had  with  Sir  Robert 
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JB^jjpe,  Earl  of  Carrick^  he  ^plainly  nn^er- 
ftpotd  that  the{e  great  men  were  actuated 
by  mere  je-aloufy,  a  paffion,  of  all  othera'f]^ 
leaft  eafily  checked  J  and  that  both  Having 
a  view  to  the  crown/ would  always  oppore, 
at  leaft  would  never  heartily  concur  with 
one,  who,  in  tlieir  apprehenfion,  had  merit 
and  aipbitian  enough  to  fet  it  on  his  own 
"head., 

V  After  the  glorious  victory  obtained  in 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign,;  1 352,  by 
the  Scots,  in  the  vicinity  of  Rbflin.  when 
he  had  reafon  to  conclude  that  his  country! 
fttod  not  fo  much  in  need  of  his  fervif:e  ; 
it  is  laid,  in  his  voyage  to  France,  he  fought 
with,,  and  made  prifoner,  the  famous  French 
pirate,  Thomas  de  Longueville,  commonly 
callefi  the  Red  Reaver  ;^  arid  that  he  was 
heartily  welcomedV  and  very  much  carrefs- 
ed  by  Philip  the  Fair. 

At  a  time  when  their  fervices  were  again 
required.  Sir  William  Wallace  and  his  un- 
conquerable frierids  appeared  agairi  in  the 
fields  in  oppofitioii  to  that  irrefiftable  army, 
upon  the  head  of  whichj  kir^g  JEdward 
inarched  triumphantly  thr()Ugh,  and  a  fe- 
cond  time  fubdiied  nearly  ihe  whole  Iqng- 
dom  of  Scotland.  King  Edward  had  good 
reafori  to  dread  our  hero  ;  that  prince  did 
not  think  himfelf  an  abfolute  conqueror 
while  he  furvived.    But  Wallace  was  not. 
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as-others,  to  be  awed  into  {ubmifltoiij,  by 
r^infes^  forfeitures,  or  threats  ;  he,  therefore, 
^courted  him  with  large  and  nvkgnific^etit  i 

-  ^roMifcs^  of  {hoiir^tirs  and  wealth ,  places  an4  f 
penfions — but  in  vain;  his  conftant  anfwer,  || 
b^hTO  hib  iTd^timate  friends^  andto  the  em- 
iflaries  of  kfag  Edward,        addreflfed  Mm. 

ori  the  fubjtct^  was,  >^  That  he  owed  his 
life  to,  and  w^^ld  willingly  lay  it  down  for, 
his  country  ;  that  fliould  all  Scotchmien  but 
'^himleif  (ubnniit  to  the  king  of  Englaadj  he 
1  Re v^r  would;  nor  would  he  yield  allegiance 
^to  af)y  po  wer 5^  except  the  king  of  Scotland, 
"bi^  rightful  fovereign/- 

Since,  therefore,  neither   threats  nor 
^^bfibk  nor  example^  neither  open  fbrce  nor 
^  Mrfet  ftratagem,  coiild  ^conquer  the  invin- 
cible  loul  of  our  undaunted  hero,  Edward 
bethought  hina  of  the  trakor  Sir  John  Mon« 

•  teith;  one  of  thofe  in  whom  Ihe  placed  the 
moft  unbounded  coafidmce,  who  brought 
a  party  of  Engliflimen  i^pon  him,  as  he  lay 

':concealed  in  the  ii^ig^^bourhood  of  Gtas« 
i  gov^,    Thefe  halving  immediately  ^appre- 
hended  him,  they  can-ied  him  to  London, 
-by  orders  of  king  EcWard.    As  this  misfor-> 

-  t\ine,  the^^greatefli  vhich  at  this  juncture 

*  could  b^fal  the  kigJoni  ofcScdtland,  in« 
expr^ffibly  affictiRf  to  all  its  fincere  friends 

• 'iiMhoiieft  defkid^s,  ibiit;gave  joy  an 
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ItTre  to^all  r^nks  g|  peo^e^  la  Englatn^.r-- 
They  now  imagiped  th»t  the  war  wa§  at  iui 
Qnd :  yet  eVcn  the ,  r^abbfe  c^ld  not  but 
pity  the  hard  fate  c/f  an  enemy  fo  renown- 
ed. 

WhecT;  he  arrived  in  London,  he  was  eon- 
ducted  to  and  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  oiie 
Wiliam  Delect,  hi  Fenchurch  Street.  The 
next  day  he  was  brjoiight  on  horfeback  to 
Weftpfiinfter,  attended  by  «ereral  lM:i}ghtSy 
the  mayor,  fheriffs,  and  aldermen  of  the  ci- 
ty,  with  many  other  perfons  of  eminence 
and  rank/^  ia  presence  of  all  whom  he  was 
feated  on  the  fouth  bench  of  the  great  hall, 
and  either  becaufe  tney  wilhed  the  people 
to  beHeve  that  he  aspired  to  the  crowla  of 
Scotland,  or  because  it  was  reported  that 
he  had  formerly  boafted  that  he  deserved 
to  wear  a  diadem,  in  that  place  they  crown- 
ed hini  with  !au\:el,  while  Sir  Peter  Mallory 
impeaehed  him  with  high  treafon*  To 
thi»  charge  he  boldly  replied,  That  a 
traitor  he  never^as,  nor  could  be,  to  the 
King  of  England/\  The  other  crimes  fbr 
which  he  was  indicted,  fuch  as  burning  of 
towns,  ftorming  of  iaftles,  killing  the  Eng. 
lifli,  &c.  he  frankly  acknowledged,  but  de- 
nied that  they  were  Wimesy  unlefs  mista- 
ken loyalty  to  one's  C^^ere^n,  with:  defer- 
ence to  whom,  and  in  yhose  name  b!r[had 
ever  a6:ed— zeal  for  th\  jjall  rights  and 
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berties  of  one's  native  country,  by  tfee 
eommunity  of  whieh  he  was  qreated  a  ma- 
giftrate — and  refifting  the  enGroachroeiits 
of  a  foreign  government  and  tyrarinicsd  ufur- 
pation— fhail  deferve  to  be  branded  with 
that  odious  name.  However,  thefe  heroic 
virtues  were  voted  crimes  ;  and  the  prifo- 
ner,  notwitbftaiiding  he  had  never  acknow- 
ledged 9r  fubmitted  to  the  laws  of  England, 
was  tried  by  them,  and  condemned  to  be 
hanged,  drawn  and  quartered,  and  whiLd  a- 
live,  to  have  his  bowels  cut  out  ;  all  which 
was  executed  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  or 
rather  relentlefe  barbarity. 

It  is  doubtftil  if  ever  any  country  pro- 
duced a  hero  fimilar  to  Wallace*  Wallace, 
only  a  private  gentleman,  the  feccond  bro- 
I  ther  of  a  Scots  laird,  who  thought  he  had 
I  martial  England  to  contend  with,  and 
ambitious  Edward,  who  had  fpread  terror 
in  other  nations  by  the  power  of  his  arms 
—wrought  the  falvation  of  his  country, 
and  refcued  its  liberties,  its  ancient  rights 
and  privileges  from  the  else  certain  des- 
truction which  brooded  over  them  ;  with 
few  of  the  nobility  and  coipmonalty  to  fup- 
porthimor  efpouse  his  cauTe,  till  by  exploits 
incredible  for  their  greatnefs  he  wrought 
them  into  ar  belief,  that  under  him  they 
would  pr^ve  invincible.    No  man  ever  at- 
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i^empted  mof e  than  ^e;  yet  hon^  ^as  mdre 
cautious^  or  better  utiderftdddC  tHe^^af-ts  t)f 
ftratag^m.    Untutored  himfclf  MHa^ij^h 
the  whole  nation  to  be  foWief-^^^M 
plined  them  £6  ad^mirablyV  tliJit^lraf^ft^bf^a 
thought  proper  to  have  cafri^d  off^hfs'plab, 
Scotland  could  always  afford  at  leaR  thirty 
thouftnd  naen,  rea:dy  for  any  enterpii^se 
whatever,   and  that  too  without  being 
changeable  to  the  government,  or  depdpu 
latmg  the  country. 
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